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The philosophy of poetry according to the Sufi Abd al-Karim al-Jili
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Abstract

Sufi poetry is one of the literary arts that emerged throughout Islamic history, distinguished
by its subjective, emotional, and spiritual nature. It is subjective because it expresses a
unique experience lived by the poet alone. It developed through maturation and refinement,
drawing upon the rich heritage of Arabic poetry across its historical phases, adopting its
diverse themes, and incorporating its vocabulary without compromising its distinctive Sufi
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character. Its eloquent language, its unique compositional style, and the variety of its
techniques convey its profound tastes, spiritual experiences, and insights—uvisions that
even the language itself struggles to contain. These are laden with symbolism and allusion,
sculpted by the poet towards suggestion and ambiguity. Sufi poetry has formed a crucial
pillar of literary movements from the seventh century AH to the present day. It is
philosophical poetry, imbued with Quranic inspiration and philosophical thought. Both the
Sufi experience and the poetic experience are born of the heart and are, in essence,
psychological experiences. Like poetry, Sufi texts are characterized by sincerity and
overflow with secrets. Both are born of suffering and hardship. The Sufi is a poet, whether
in verse or prose, for his means of perception are the same as the poet's. Sufi poetry can be
considered one of the most prominent manifestations of imaginative eloquence in Arabic
literature, due to its inherent beauty.

Keywords: Philosophy - Poetry - Sufism - Abdul Karim Al-Jili - Explanation
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