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Abstract

This research explores the dialectical interplay between figuration and abstraction in
contemporary Libyan art, addressing a critical gap in specialized studies that examine both
approaches simultaneously. It raises key questions regarding how Libyan artists integrate
figuration and abstraction in constructing visual images, the cultural and aesthetic references
informing this integration, and the extent to which such dynamics contribute to shaping a
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distinctive Libyan visual identity. Employing descriptive-analytical and critical
methodologies, the study examines artworks produced between 1970 and 2024 that combine
figurative and abstract tendencies, with a purposive sample representing diverse artistic
generations. Findings indicate that figuration does not negate abstraction; rather, it provides
an interpretive foundation by drawing on local environments, deepening symbolic structures,
and engaging with critical discourse. This dialectic ultimately reinforces the articulation of
a unique visual identity rooted in Libyan cultural heritage.

Keywords: Figuration, Abstraction, Contemporary Libyan Art, Visual ldentity, Folk
Heritage, Art Criticism.
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