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Cohesion and Proximity in Libyan Social Space:
A Socio-Historical Approach to Interpreting the Libyan Cerisis in the
Production of Shared Cultural Meaning
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Department of History / Faculty of Arts / Department of Sociology /
Alkhoms Faculty of Arts / Alkhoms
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Abstract:

This study investigates Libyan social space from a socio-historical and symbolic
perspective. Space is viewed as a social construct reflecting history, symbols, and
relationships, rather than merely a physical area. This study draws on Henri Lefebvre's
ideas that space is a social product expressing lifestyles and perceptions. Accordingly,
this study aims to understand the Libyan crisis through a disruption in the production
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of this space, focusing on the relationship between cohesion and proximity as analytical
tools derived from physics. In this way, the Libyan crisis is considered a product of
transformations in the symbolic and social structure, leading to challenges in
constructing shared meanings and social unity. Thus, the Libyan crisis is understood as
a crisis in the production of social space and a symbolic struggle over its meanings and
representations.

Keywords: Social space, Sociological analysis, Western philosophical thought,
Semantic space
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(Social) space is not a thing among other things, nor a product among other products:
Rather, it subsumes things produced, and encompasses their interrelationships in their
coexistence and simultaneity- their (relative) order and/ or (relative) disorder.(
Lefebvre, H. 1991)
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Space is a (social) product. [...] the space thus produced also serves as a tool of thought

and of action, that in addition to being of production it was also a means of control, and
hence of domination of power (Lefebvre, H. 1991)
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(Social) space is not a thing among other things, nor a product among other products:
Rather, it subsumes things produced, and encompasses their interrelationships in their
coexistence and simultaneity- their (relative) order and/ or (relative) disorder.
(Lefebvre, H. 1991).
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Space is a (social) product. [...] the space thus produced also serves as a tool of thought
and of action, that in addition to being of production it was also a means of control, and
hence of domination of power¢ (Lefebvre, H. 1991).

S G s3le] ey Gl Jopleall b ol Jlgg cglaed) bt me ga gl s cLadl
12 e sla VI A5 agy oLadl) e Mg ozl
(@A msd) ) 2l (Oleall) Ol dssall) S & oo 1gg3le vy ]
(Sdl) O s olebadly LI psi & densd) Slujladl (3 sy 1 os—  Slozrl day 2
(J o Josd
S LoV iysdl coj0)) O e Slelad) Lehins ) odlaadly gladl (3 Jraz 1 J¥5— (30 a3
(B el
K ielam V) UM 2] Sals) g obge oo sl V) d Lol ol sliadl) 0L 2l s sl
(3 gnall of Banlall dLaYI e 08) oole cliad uxly OT & il (s Balely ZloY) e eS8
(2020 (s,ab ) (3hadly Glall o 0550) (55009 (lolobly 33V Ly SR 0 055) slanrly
LY Lles sliadll o Lo 50 sl el plosnly (a1 mossdl ] 5Ly Laprgy ol 50 13] cLiadl
L I3 o ol ¥l ads o 2 B0 S 430 08 8y cabally 82 oy CaleWl e pi (G
Slgts SN o 0Sa peenllll Sl ay (ol Y sladll) o o(cladll pealil) i) 5 2
VAL

138
2 Aol élﬁiﬂ G\a.dl CU.J! e Ml &JS"M a.!..ﬁ:f)ﬁ-w}w ag_)Lﬁ.A :‘#ul Lf-h\b}" sLadll L_; é.qa)h’b Sl



N A dudailly diludYl pglall dtoxe

&
3,1/* Journal of Humanitarian and Applied Sciences Rt
. X 3 el daol>- Yl pad polally Qla¥I &8

2026/ guigel- it i 3l smitlidf 2l

:(Spatial practice) &s5SL! dwylodt -1

B ety OB s Gengd 8L o gl odlelidly JLst) as (of celiaal] agd) Al J2
pasindy pl slad) ad o Slalell eday caladl wl-Lldly glsad) plaseinly SMgzaly ially
oLl Bl (39 cholod) n Gigma B3y Byl 0t ¥ 25U B )lol) iy (Lsmy Lusale kb adony Lo g
3 SN pn Lgoa (Syimn ot Sholadl Vi OB cad] i o) pasdl cliads 33 IS 0Mey ( laz)
o) e Toa2 (St

Spatial practice ensures continuity and some degree of cohesion In terms of social
space and of each member of a given society’s relationship to that space, this cohesion
implies a guaranteed level of competence and a specific level of performance.(
Lefebvre, H.1991)
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Representations of space: conceptualized space, the space of scientists, planners,
urbanists, technocratic subdivides and social engineers, as of a certain type of an artist
with a scientific bent all of whom identify what is lived and what is perceived with is
conceived¢« (Lefebvre, H. 1991)
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Representational spaces: space as directly lived through its associated images and
symbols, and hence the space of "inhabitants" and users, but also of some artists and

perhaps of those, such as a few writers and philosophers, who describe and aspire to do
no more than describe. (Lefebvre, H. 1991)
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